
Notes of VCS Assembly Executive Committee 

Tuesday  12th February 2019 12.00 noon – 2.00 pm 

Northumberland CVA 

Present:  Joe Jackson (Chair), Ralph Firth, Anne Lyall, Sue Ashmore, Andrea Perrett, Mary 

Ormston, Jim Wyness, Jon Niblo, Abi Conway, Gill Smith,  Ann Atkinson  

Apologies: John McGough 

 

1. Notes of last meeting and matter arising 

 

Notes of the meeting were agreed.   

In relation to item 4, AL stated that three separate Devolution events had been arranged 

for the VCS including one in Northumberland on 14th March . Details were in the last e-

bulletin and AL encouraged members to sign up. 

AA indicated that all actions from the last meeting were agenda items. 

 

2. Feedback from Executive members 

 

JJ thanked RF for his updates on health. RF had attended an Integrated Care Provision 

event via VONNE, all but six attendees were from the statutory sector and clear that 

Health Service find it difficult to relate to non-statutory organisations. RF stated that need 

to have a different relationship with health through quality assurance and need to listen 

to the value we can provide. Health very focused and do not look at the wider position 

that the VCS have.  Need to move upstream to a more equal relationship but when short 

term savings to make at a time of austerity it is difficult to see how we can influence. 

Everyone is hanging on to their own resources and not parting with it. 

 

AA stated that she had been attending the Comms and Engagement Sub-Group of 

Health and Well Being Board now chaired by David Thompson, Chair of Healthwatch. It 

was evident that Comms attendees from the statutory organisations were clear what they 

wanted from the meetings, sharing planned activity that others could feed into but also 

having the opportunity to share activities more widely across agencies. DT had some 

concerns about representation and how this would feed into Health and Well Being 

Board and would take terms of reference to the Board for comment. 

 

AC reported on Devolution events in relation to the Adult Education Budget which would  

not come into effect until 2020 so able to see how others get on with it first. Needs to be 

locally focused with opportunities arising from this but most of the budget will be going to 

colleges and councils. Also another layer of organisation – the Education and Skills 

Funding Agency.  AC and GS agreed that there were better ways of giving people the 

rights skills rather than continuing what already doing as considered less risk.  There will 

be an opportunity to sub-contract and will be subject to OFSTED so need to be ready . 

Concern raised how many VCS organisations would quality for Pre Qualification 

Questionnaire and therefore need to look at consortia and also see if up to standard. JJ 



stated that he would speak to Cllr. Wayne Daley about how some funds can be directed 

to grassroots.  

 

AC also informed members that Clr. Bernard Pidcock had died over the weekend 

 

Action:  JJ to speak to Wayne Daley about the devolved Adult Education Budget 

  and need to direct some of the funds to grassroots organisations. 

 

  JJ to write condolence letter to the family of Bernard Pidcock. 

 

3. VCS Support Services Commission 

 

AL informed that Commission out on the 21st December 2018 with a closing date of 23rd 

January 2019. Outcome of the Commission was due to be announced on 8th February 

but has been delayed. AL has been requested by NCC to be available on 18th February 

for clarifications in relation to the tender.  Considerable concerns raised in relation to the 

delays and impact for staff. 

 

4.  Assembly Activity outcomes 

AA produced a note on the outcomes of Assembly activities which was requested at the 

last meeting which was considered helpful. 

5. CCG Stakeholder Survey  

AA asked members to give their responses to the brief questionnaire so she could send 

back an Assembly response. 

Action: AA to complete and email questionnaire by Friday 22nd February 

 

6. Task and Finish Groups 

 

AA reported that she had met with RF and AP in relation to minimum standards in 

relation to commissioning. AA had drawn attention to Quality for Health quality 

assurance system developed by Calderdale CCG in collaboration with the VCS which it 

was considered would be appropriate to use as different levels for different 

organisations. It was decided that AA would find out how valuable the CCG had found it 

and AP would chase up some of the VCS organisations that were using it likewise to see 

the difference it had made. RF had written  a note on the purpose of the Framework. AA 

and AP had not further information at this time. 

AC informed that the Social Prescribing network were looking at best practice. 

 

No progress had been made in relation to the State of the Sector Task and Finish Group. 

AL and AP agreed to be part of this, if AC would take over from AP in relation to the 

quality assurance Task and Finish Group  

 



      Action:    Progress on Quality Assurance Task and Finish to be provided at the 

  next meeting and AC to take over from AP 

          AA to arrange meeting and progress State of the Sector task and finish 

  group with AL and AP 

 

7. VCS Assembly Event 

 

AA provided the draft agenda for the Assembly Event on the 5th March for information 

and comment. Outline agenda was agreed.  

 

8. Membership- Safeguarding Boards and Executive Committee member North 

Northumberland 

 

AC agreed to be the representative on the Adults Safeguarding Board and JN agreed to 

be the representative on the Childrens Safeguarding Board. 

 

AA stated that there had been two nominations for the North Northumberland 

representative on the Executive Committee. 

      Action: AA to inform Strategic Safeguarding Manager who will be representing 

  the VCS Assembly on the Safeguarding Boards 

  AA to send nominations out to Assembly members to vote for their  

  preferred candidate. 

9. AOB 

 

Attention was drawn to the Social Prescribing Conference to check that there would be 

representation there from the Assembly. AC stated that she would be attending. 

 

JJ reported that Liaison Group want to continue with the same number of meetings and 

that a discussion would be taking place with Janice Rose and Kevin Higgins on the focus 

of future meetings on 14th March. 

 

JN reported that a Northumberland Youth Partnership countywide event was being 

planned. 

 

AL reported that  she meets with other Chief Officers quarterly  and presented at the 

South Tyneside meeting about the development of the Assembly. Sunderland expressed 

interest in what we are doing. 

 

JW informed that he was now the Northumberland Stroke Ambassador 

 

Date of next meeting:-    Tuesday 14th May 2019 12.00 – 2.00 pm 


