
Note on Food Network Meeting Wednesday 24th March at 1.00pm 

Attendees: -  Sam Gilchrist, Steph Ellis, Becci Murray, Nicola Cowell, Brooke Burgess. 

Martin Conway,  Keith Dalton, Kath Falcus, Fiona Stafford, Sheila Rowley, Caroline Burden 

Apologies:- Sarah Robinson, Michael Clark, Eleanor Phillips Clare Watkins, Abi Conway 

Data Sharing 

Action:- Ann to develop a proforma/spreadsheet for groups to enter the data they have 

collected for the three months Nov, Dec 2020 and Jan 2021 as a pilot to check that 

information can be easily gathered and presented in a useful way. 

Central Northumberland Food Partnership 

Brooke explained that the Central Food Partnership was looking to develop a self-sustaining 

model and was looking to connect with coastal groups. Already on board involved in the 

Partnership were Calmer Therapy, Matthew Project, Widdrington Parish Council, Pegswood 

Hub and Stobhill Link. The group are involved in discussing food sharing and initiatives such 

as pop ups, healthy eating, cooking on a budget, providing wrap around support, reducing 

dependency and  signposting. Keen for other groups in the area to get involved. £20,000 

budget. Hope to be making progress in the next month in terms of clear objectives. 

Action: Brooke to provide Ann details of the area covered so groups in the area can be 

informed. Martin also to inform coastal groups engaged with.  

Sheila stated that Wansbeck Valley Food Bank had not been engaged by the Food 

Partnerships at all and surprised had not been contacted and would like to be involved. 

It was agreed by Partnerships present that  progress in developing the Food Partnerships 

had been slow. Funding had been released to the leads but each area different in approach 

and had been left to establish partnerships. There had been a slow start in getting NCT to 

finalise the document setting out aims, objectives and responsibilities. Becci stated that she 

used the Food Bank as starting point to ask what needed in the area. She is  looking at 

sustainable initiatives,  - allotments, planting, linking with Allotments Society. Criteria is quite 

woolly – sustainable food. Fiona suggested people using their own gardens. Nicola stated 

that in previous job she had developed an application form for a food grants scheme. 

Action:- Nicola to share food grant scheme form with Food Partnership leads 

Information sharing  

Sam informed that now operating small grants scheme for partners to combat poverty as 

have received a lot of donations.  Available across the county but priority for West 

Northumberland. Application pack available  with funding from £500 - £2500  and will offer 

every year for the next few years. Funding is for poverty proofing and could involve arts, 

food, playgroups ensuring not excluding people experiencing poverty e.g. playgroup 

reaching out to non-users. Martin stated that  NCVA could provide support if needed help in 

relation to governance etc, requirements of groups wanting funding. 

The West Northumberland Food Bank are undertaking a survey which is being sent to 300 

households, expect 30% back to find out what those experiencing poverty really need from 

the service 



Sheila stated that Wansbeck Valley Food Bank had also received a deluge of donations over 

the last 8 months and now grappling with finding way out of COVID- 19 restrictions and 

moving users to becoming more self-reliant. 

Kath from Real Deal also stated that they had received a lot of donations including fresh 

food. Underlying issues - run out of money, extra heating, children at home, debts. Busier 

than ever up to Christmas but bottomed out a bit now. 

Martin asked about demand during school holidays and this had generally not increased 

very much. NCC  provide free school meal vouchers and Food Banks provide vouchers as a 

fall back. 

Becci also stated that massive demand last year and inundated with donations but had 

settled since Christmas and now more welfare right works from those who have never 

claimed benefits. Have found that there are more people wanting to volunteer in terms for  

their mental health and expanding opportunities through sustainable food agenda is really 

important. Working with Sure Start in Berwick, with outside premises at the back. Plans for 

volunteers to plant seeds and bring groups and families together to cook. Need to consider 

support to volunteers. 

Action: - Ann stated that she would share details of funding opportunities through the North 

Food Partnership with groups in the north. 

Martin raised work in Prudhoe with volunteers and  the need to consider approach when 

come out of lock down in terms of supporting volunteering and to consider possibly providing 

workshops on good practice. Becci has involved Lynda Swinden, Volunteering  Officer in the 

north. All Food Banks have a lot of volunteers ready to provide support and with the 

development of Food Partnerships and projects need to see how volunteers can be tapped 

into this provision too. 

AOB  

Ann stated that the VCS Assembly had supported a letter by Ian Lavery MP to Mr Dimbleby, 

Chair of the National Food Strategy regarding the food poverty situation in Northumberland 

reaching crisis point and placing ‘Right to Food’  at the centre of the strategy. Letter also 

sent to other Northumberland MP’s from the Assembly. 

Date of next meeting Wednesday 26th May at 1.00pm. 

. 

 


