
West Northumberland Food Bank 

Importance of data collection across organisations was highlighted: 

• Shared way of measuring poverty 

• Gives a clearer picture of poverty related issues for decision makers 

• Useful way of measuring the range of poverty related issues people are experiencing 

i.e accessing benefits, sanctions, unemployment hotspots 

• Working together to collect date ensures a collective voice 

Discussion took place around how data could be shared across the county. Need to have a 

consensus about what information should be collected. Key issue is that different Food 

Banks operate in different ways. Need to establish if purpose of collating data is to present a 

united front what information from each group would be the most valuable and whether 

organisations can provide this from the systems that they have. It was agreed that groups 

would decide on what information should be shared and NCVA would collate this on behalf 

of all the groups with a view to using the information to advocate for systematic change 

around poverty. It also needs to be agreed how regularly the groups would like the 

information to be provided.   

 

South East Northumberland Food Partnerships – Thom Bradley,  CVABV  

Thom highlighted the work he was currently involved with NCT. Currently in touch with a 

number of providers and organisations across SE Northumberland who want to play a bigger 

role in supporting communities. Aim of the initiative is to break the cycle of dependency 

around food and develop a self-sustaining model by offering solutions around growing food, 

education around cooking and preservation of food, encouraging healthy eating and tackling 

food waste. Funding is available to assist with this work with 20k allocated to Blyth and 

Ashington and 20k for Seaton Valley, Cramlington and Bedlington areas. 

Information Sharing 

Sam Gilchrist, WNFB 

WNFB planning to start new grant giving scheme to help other organisations that want to 

combat poverty predominately through food initiatives but consideration will also be given to 

grass roots organisations where the fundamental role is to help those who are isolated, 

marginalised or excluded because of poverty.  

Martin Conway NCVA  

Working with the Community Foundation in relation to a Community Fund to support local 

groups and organisations.  

Workshops will be taking place end of Feb/early Mar – ‘Resilience and Communities 

Prepared’. Aim of the sessions is to build capacity and skills within communities and 

additional awareness of when dealing with emergencies how local organisations and 

activists link with the statutory response 

Friday Wind Down sessions. Zoom meetings with no agenda where people can get together 

to have a general chat and provide mutual support. Details will be circulated. 

 

AOB 



Jane from Bell View, Belford reported that they had been involved with work which 

addressed food waste and poverty. Kitchen at Bell View has been used to prepare meals 

and meals were provided for a number of families over Christmas. Currently supporting 

around 5 families with meal provision on a weekly basis. 

Thom Bradley - Blyth CVA and Blyth Foodbank launched Operation Elf at Christmas working 

with different organisations and schools in the area. Businesses responded well as well as 

the general public. Also working with NCT in relation to supply of furniture and household 

goods. 

Steph from TNLCF reported that Children in Need grants were available through the 

emergency essentials programme to support with costs associated with items such as beds 

and cookers. Referral needed.  

 


